AUTHOR PORTRAITS by Jennifer May

T'was raised with a deep respect for lirerature and the writing life. In my family,
there iz no higher calling than to be a writer.

‘The Hudson Valley Authors Series began two years agn asa self-directed project.
Afrer moving to the region years before, it stered | bumped into authors—people
who had devoted their Hives to the craft—everywhere T wene. They are here, doube-
less, due to the close proximiry to Mew York. I began sending e-mails inquiring if
any would agree to be a part of a photo series, and the responss was teemendous.
Some were curious, others wanted 1o be pant of another person's are project, and
some, I think, saw irasa chanee to wark through a resisrance to being photographed.
Musthors, in general, are noe overdy photographed people, and when they are it is often
in the context of a reading, an event, a party—not great oppartunities for fartering
photographs. It is no wonder many writers believe they are not

I make sure to read at least one work by an suthor befiane we mees, and I let the
author’s wards set the tone. Sometimes T allow dements in an suthor’s environmen:

to inform the portraie—such as Chior Miyagawa's zen-like writing sancruary, or
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the ancient stone fireplace behind histarian Russell Shorto, Other times [ strip
the composition to the baress elements—as in the portrair of children’s author

A large camera and a lighting setup can intimidate even the greatest minds
and my mission is always w help my subjects become comfortable, and to help
of the moment. T am losing track of the number of times 1 find myself in an
admired writer’s cloges, picking out clothes for the shoot, while he or she paces
and gigh. Taesure them it will be oleay, and usually when T leave they tell me the
experience was after all quite painless.

My Hodson Valley Authors Series continues and a stack of books by local au-
thars beckans e me from my bookshelf. Meanwhile, [ have been photographing
authars for Posts o Wiiters magazine, Chromagrasm, and for Hrerary agents in Mew
York. I regularly post new portraits on my website, www jennifersay com.

—Jewifer May
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